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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-1 1, 16-20, 22-25, 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US patent application publication 2002/0083154 (Auffray et al). 

- As for claim 1 : Auffray et al (hereinafter Auffray) teach a computer implement 
method and corresponding system for facilitating the update of a plurality of user 
interface categories utilizing a single apphcation program (01 12-01 14), con5)rising 
the steps/means for: 

generating, at a server computer system, a user interface data message (0047, 0050. 
The generating step is inherently included prior to downloading the message to the 
client) wherein the message includes the plurality of user interface categories (0085- 
0086) and the single chent application program (applet, 0056, 0106, 0118), wherein 
the single cUent apphcation executes at a cUent computer system (0056, 0066, 0088, 
0108), wherein each user interface category includes a user interface element (0052- 
0062); 
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communicating the user interface data message from the server con5)uter to the client 
computer (0051, 0063); 

receiving a user interface update message, at the server computer system, wherein the 
user interface update message includes an update to the plurality of user interface 
categories (0066, 0070); and 

communicating a user interface update message from the server computer system, in 
response to the received message, to the client computer system to enable the single 
client application program at the client computer system to update the plurality of 
user interface categories (0070-0071). The single computer program at the client 
computer communicates the update to a script and the update in turn updates the user 
interface element (0071, 0072, 0090, 0110). 

- As for claim 2: The first computer comprises a server and the second computer 
comprises a client (0116-0119). 

- As for claims 4, 33: The second computer generates a xiser interface element table 
(record identification list, 0088) v/herein the table includes a call back ftinction script 
and subscription subjects for each user interface element (0090). 

- As for claim 5: At the second computer, the user interface element table is read and 
invoking the appropriate call back script (0090). 

- As for claim 6: The call back function script updates the user interface element with 
a display object model method (object model tree, 0086-0089). 

- As for claim 7: The single application program populates a browser array with a 
name value pair for the user interface element (0086, 0088). 
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- As for claim 8: The single client application program communicates the user 
interface update message to a script, and the script in tum updates the user interface 
element, wherein the script read a name value pair from the browser array (0088- 
0090). 

- As for claims 9, 32: Each user interface element is constructed from a text embedded 
with tags (0054-0062). 

- As for claims 10, 11: The text embedded with tags is implemented in HTML special 
generalized mark-up language (0054-0062). 

- As for claim 16: The single apphcation program operates under a browser (0066, 
0071). 

- As for claims 17, 31: The single client apphcation program is a Java applet (0056, 
0067, 0066). 

- As for claim 18: The script executes under a browser at the second computer system 
(0052, 0053, 0066). 

- As for claim 19: The single client application program updates at least one of a 
plurality of user interface categories (0085-0090). 

- As for claims 20, 22-25, 30, 34: Auffray et al (herein Auffray) teach a computer 
implement method and corresponding system for facilitating the update of a plurality 
of user interface categories utilizing a single application program, comprising the 
steps/means for: 

generating, at a server computer system, a user interface data message (0047, 0050. 
The generating step is inherently included prior to downloading the message to the 
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client) wherein the message includes the pluraHty of user interface categories (0085- 
0086) and the single client application program (applet, 0056, 0106, 01 18), wherein 
the single cUent apphcation executes at a chent computer system (0056, 0066, 0088, 
0108), wherein each user interface category includes a user interface element (0052- 
0062); 

communicating the user interface data message from the server computer to the chent 
computer (0051, 0063), the user interface data message includes a subscription 
subject message (0067-0070, 0085-0088) 

receiving a user interface update message (0088), at the server computer system, 
wherein the user interface update message, for subjects that have been subscribed to 
(0033, 0045) includes an update to the plurality of user interface categories (0088); 
and 

- communicating a user interface update message from the server conq)uter system, in 
response to the received message, to the chent computer system to enable the single 
client apphcation program at the cHent computer system to update the plurality of 
user interface categories (0088). The single computer program at the client con5)uter 
communicates the update to a script and the update in turn updates the user interface 
element (0090-0092). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in \^ch the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12-15, 21, 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

US patent application publication 2002/0083154 (Auffray et al). 

- As for claim 12: Auffray teaches that the mark-up language is HTML but fails to 
teach that the mark-up language includes XML. However Official notice is taken that 
implementation of XML mark-up language is well known in the art and would have 
been obvious for the benefit of having a more advance platform independent 
language. 

- As for claim 13: Auffray fails to clearly teach a SOAP protocol defining message 
framework for transferring UI data message, however Official notice is taken that 
implementation of SOAP protocol is well known in the art as a simple message 
protocol, and the combining would have been obvious in light of its simpUcity, 

- As for claims 14, 15: It is well known that HTML 4.0 provides author's control over 
how pages are organized by adding support for Style Sheet or Cascading Style Sheet, 
which define how and where GUI elements are displayed in Web pages, (see US 
patent #6,715,145; US patent application pubUcation 2003/0145305, par. 0106). 
Auffray discloses HTML having HTTP for transferring user interface data messages 
between client and server computers . Thus it appears that Style Sheet and Cascading 
Style Sheet are implicitly included in Aufray's teaching. Even if it is not, it would 
have been obvious to one of skill in the art to implement the well known Style Sheet 
or Cascading Style Sheet to Auffray' s teaching of HTML. Motivation of the 
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implementation is for providing author's control over how and where GUI elements 
are displayed in Web pages. 

- As for claim 21 : Auffray discloses that the single cUent apphcation is a Java applet 
(0056, 0106, 0108). Auffray fails to clearly teach that the single client apphcation 
program is a MS Com. However MS Com object is a well known object model 
among other well known models such as Java applets and servlets (see the apphcant 
spec, par. 39. Also see US patents #6,609,158 and 6,535,913). Implementation of 
MS COM in place of Java applet would have been an obvious design preference in 
view of the appUcant's specification and US patents #6,609,158 and 6,535,913. 

- As for claims 26-29: Auffray et al (hereinafter Auffray) teach a computer implement 
method and corresponding system for faciUtating the update of a plurality of user 
interface categories utilizing a single apphcation program (01 12-01 14), comprising 
the steps/means for: 

generating, at a server conputer system, a user interface data message (0047, 0050. 
The generating step is inherently included prior to downloading the message to the 
chent) wherein the message includes the plurality of user interface categories (0085- 
0086) and the single client application program (applet, 0056, 0106, 0118), wherein 
the single cUent apphcation executes at a client computer system (0056, 0066, 0088, 
0108), wherein each user interface category includes a user interface element (0052- 
0062); 

corriinunicating the user interface data message from the server computer to the client 
computer (0051, 0063); 
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receiving a user interface update message, at the server computer system, wherein the 
user interface update message includes an update to the plxu"ality of user interface 
categories (0066, 0070); and 
- communicating a user interface update message from the server computer system, in 
response to the received message, to the cUent computer system to enable the single 
client application program at the client computer system to update the plurahty of 
user interface categories (0070-0071). The single computer program at the client 
computer communicates the update to a script and the update in turn updates the user 
interface element (0071, 0072, 0090, 01 10). It appears that multicasting the interface 
update messages are inherently included in Auffray's teaching of Internet and Web 
application. Even if it is not implementation of multicasting an Internet message is 
well known in the area network data conmiunication. Modifying Auffray to include 
the well known implementation of multicasting would have been obvious to one of 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made, for multicasting data to terminals 
subscribed to the network. Auffray further discloses that CGI or servlet may be 
included at the server for relaying messages, however fails to teach the 
implementation of an intermediate computer bridging between the server and the 
client conputer for relaying messages. However Official notice is taken that 
iniplementation of the intermediate computer for relaying messages between the 
server and the cUent computer is well known in networking and would have been 
obvious to one of skiii in the art. Motivation of the implementation is for controlling 
message routing. 
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Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
REMARKS: 

Auffray et al teach sending the HTML document to the client terminal A 
graphical user interface is displayed at the user terminal as the result of receiving the HTML 
document. The user interacts with the graphical user interface to update the display (see 
abstract). An HTML document is typically associated with a tree data structure of user interface 
elements called DOM, i.e., a hierarchy of user interface elements of different categories wherein 
each tag of the HTML document is represented by a node. In response to the argument that 
Auffray does not teach user interface elements such as "rotate, accept input, or scroll headlines" 
as defined in the applicants' spec, although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations fi'om the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). In this case the graphical user interface elements 
of the received HTML document includes user interface elements as claimed. In response to the 
argument that Auffray does not teach user interface categories as claimed, Auffray clearly teach 
the updating of the display HTML document responding to user selected category of information 
by cUcking on a node of a graphical organizational tree representing the database organization 
(0085, 0086, 0095, 0096). Thus a new HTML document having user interface elements lay-out 
according to the selected category is displayed to the user. 



Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FDVAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi"om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 , 1 36(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ba Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4138. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ba Huynh 
Primary Examiner 
AU2179 
12/5/05 



